Jeffrey A. Udell
PARTNER
212 335 2045
judell@wmhlaw.com

EDUCATION
Harvard Law School, J.D. (1993); cum
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Hon. Edward R. Korman, U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of New
York
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New York

Jeff is a veteran trial lawyer, former federal prosecutor and counselor who represents individuals,
hedge funds, investors, and other corporate clients in sensitive, complex, and high-stakes matters.
His practice focuses on white-collar criminal defense, regulatory enforcement, corporate
monitorships, internal investigations, and complex commercial litigation. He frequently handles
matters investigated or brought by the Department of Justice (DOJ), the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC), and other law enforcement authorities. Jeff is a past Chair of the Professional
Responsibility Committee of the New York City Bar Association and he also serves as the Firm’s
General Counsel.
Jeff is an active member of the firm’s corporate monitorships practice. From 2015 to 2018, he
served on the leadership team of the independent monitor named by the DOJ to oversee General
Motors’ compliance with its obligations under the deferred prosecution agreement (DPA)
stemming from its recall of vehicles with defective ignition switches. He is currently working on
the federal monitorship of an international shipping company, imposed as a consequence of its
guilty plea to an antitrust offense.
Clients value Jeff’s extensive courtroom experience, which includes frequent appearances before
the judges of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York (SDNY). He has argued
appeals before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, New York’s Appellate Division,
and the New York Court of Appeals (New York’s highest court). He has also tried both jury and nonjury cases in a variety of forums, including federal district courts in New York and Ohio, New York
state court, the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA), New York’s Judicial Conduct
Commission, and the New York City Police Department Trials Commission.
Jeff brings to his practice significant experience as a former federal prosecutor. He served for six
years as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the SDNY, where he tried 10 jury trials; argued numerous
times before the Second Circuit; and prosecuted federal criminal actions involving fraud, identity
theft, tax evasion, money laundering, labor and employment crime, narcotics, and violent crime.
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Experience
Represented analyst charged with insider trading in the Southern District of New York,
securing a nolle prosequi dismissing all charges against client several years after his earlier plea of
guilty.
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Represented employee of a major international bank in connection with Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act (FCPA) investigation conducted by the DOJ and SEC.
Represented media relations professional in defense of federal complaint filed by Elliott
Broidy, former Republican National Committee Finance Chairman and Vice Chairman of Donald
Trump’s inaugural committee, alleging federal RICO and other claims stemming from alleged
hacking of Broidy’s emails and widespread press publication of the same.
Served on leadership team of the independent monitor of General Motors (GM) from
October 2015 to September 2018, appointed pursuant to the deferred prosecution agreement
entered into between GM and the U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York, arising
from the failure of ignition switches in GM vehicles.
Served on leadership team of the independent monitor of Höegh Autoliners, appointed in
March 2018 by the DOJ Antitrust Division, pursuant to the plea agreement and corporate plea to
criminal conspiracy to engage in bid rigging and price fixing in the market for international
shipping services for roll-on, roll-off cargo.
Represented associate portfolio manager of a billion-dollar hedge fund in connection with
SEC investigation into alleged mismarking, resulting in no charges against client after successful
appeal to the SEC Co-Directors of Enforcement.
Represented interdealer broker of credit default swaps and one of its principals in a sixweek jury trial in state supreme court in Manhattan, after which the jury awarded client and two
of its principals $8.25 million, including punitive damages, against two former business associates
whose actions doomed a potential buyout of the firm by Knight Capital Group Inc.
Represented private art dealer in connection with multiple civil litigations related to art
fraud arising out of the former Salander O’Reilley Galleries. Obtained complete plaintiff’s verdict
for client after one-week federal trial, resulting in declaratory judgment that client was sole owner
of disputed painting.
Defended individual who pled guilty to federal charges calling for U.S. Sentencing Guidelines
sentence of 78 to 97 months; obtained sentence of no prison time and five years of supervised
release.

Recognitions
Best Lawyer, Criminal Defense: White-Collar, U.S. News-Best Lawyers in America(2021)
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Activities
Professional Affiliations
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Association of the Bar of the City of New York (1996–present)
– Member, Professional Ethics Committee, (2018–present)
– Member, Federal Courts Committee (2014–2018)
– Chair, Professional Responsibility Committee (2008–2011)
– Member, Professional Responsibility Committee (2005–2008)
– Member, Criminal Law Committee (1998–2000)
New York State Bar Association (2010–present)
– Member, House of Delegates (2014–2019)
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Federal Bar Council (2001-present)
Federal Bar Association (2016-2018)
Office of the Appellate Defender, Director (2008-present)
Connecticut Veterans Legal Center, Director (2014-present)
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